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WORK SESSION/COUNCIL MEETING 
BOROUGH HALL ANNEX 

JUNE 12, 2006 
7:30pm 

 
A Work Session of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Leonia, Bergen 
County, New Jersey was held this evening in the Borough Hall Annex at 7:33 pm. 
 
Council Present Mayor Laurence Cherchi, Councilpersons Hawkins, 

Heveran, Mitrani, Raucci, Ryan, Puzzo  
 
Council Absent   
 
Council Present  Fran Lehmann, Borough Clerk, Brian Giblin Borough  

Attorney, Victoria Miragliotta, Borough Administrator 
 
 Mayor Cherchi called the meeting to order. 
 

Mayor Cherchi asked everyone to stand while Council President Puzzo led in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Cherchi pointed out the Fire Exit. 
 
OPEN MEETING STATEMENT 25 
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Conditions of the Open Meeting Act have been met by Notice placed on the 
Bulletin Board at Borough Hall and notice has been sent to `the Official 
Newspaper. 
 
Mayor Cherchi asked for a moment of silence for Ted Kessler. Mr. Kessler was a 
former member of the Planning Board. 
 
APPOINTMENTS  34 
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Mayor Cherchi Appointed Veronica Ye as Alternate I member to the 
Environmental Commission, term expiring 12/31/2006 replacing Michael 
Albanese. 
 
Mayor Cherchi appointed David Rhodes as regular member of the Recreation 
Commission with a term expiring 12/31/2009, replacing Shelly Porrino. 
 
Mayor Cherchi appointed Arnold Trachtenberg as Alternate I member of the 
Recreation Commission, term expiring 12/31/2008 replacing David Rhodes. 
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46 
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Mayor Cherchi appointed Jane Tappen as the Mayors appointment for 
Community Development. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 49 
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Councilman Ryan made a motion to approve as amended the Minutes of May 8, 
2006, seconded by Council Hawkins. Roll call vote; Councilpersons Hawkins, 
Heveran, Mitrani, Raucci, Ryan and Puzzo voted yes. Minutes as amended 
approved. 
 
Councilman Hawkins made a motion to approve as amended the Minutes of May 
15, 2006, seconded by Councilwoman Mitrani. Roll call vote; Councilpersons 
Hawkins, Heveran, Mitrani, Raucci, Ryan and Puzzo voted yes. Minutes as 
amended approved. 
 
Councilwoman Heveran made a motion to approve the Closed Session Minutes of 
May 15, 2006, seconded by Councilman Hawkins. Roll call vote; Councilpersons 
Hawkins, Heveran, Mitrani, Raucci, Ryan and Puzzo voted yes. Minutes 
approved. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 66 
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Christopher Miraglia – 45 Linden Terrace – Requested the Council amend the 
Borough Ordinance that would limit the number of feet between liquor stores. 
 
Council President Puzzo stated that the owner of Leonia Wine and Spirits had 
presented him with a number of Ordinances from other municipalities limiting the 
number of feet between liquor stores. Laws and Ordinances will review the 
ordinances and make a recommendation. 
 
RESOLUTIONS 76 
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Councilwoman Heveran asked for an explanation of Resolution 06-155- Snow 
Plowing Agreement with the County of Bergen- The Borough Administrator 
explained the process. 
 
Councilwoman Mitrani questioned Resolution 06-153 – Application for Grant for 
Open Space Trust for Wood Park. Councilwoman Mitrani expressed concern that 
there isn’t a plan for maintaining the Park. The Borough is spending a great deal 
on upgrading the park without a plan in place for maintenance. Councilwoman 
Mitrani explained that for the last two years she has been requesting the 
Recreation Commission plant flowers in the planters by Wood Park. The 
Recreation Commission has declined stating that they do not have anyone to 
water the flowers. Councilman Hawkins responded that this was discussed at the 
last Recreation Commission meeting. Mayor Cherchi stated it is unclear who is 
responsible for the maintenance. In speaking with the Recreation Department they 
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claim it is not their responsibility but that of the DPW. Mayor Cherchi feels that 
the DPW should be instructed to maintain the planters. The Borough 
Administrator explained that this is in the process of being reviewed with the 
maintenance plan for Sylvan Park. Councilman Hawkins reported that at the last 
Recreation Commission meeting this was discussed. The Recreation Department 
would like to have a DPW employee assigned to the Recreation for the summer 
months for maintaining the parks and during soccer season in the fall. 
Councilman Hawkins felt the request was reasonable. He stated he was advised 
that they have requested this for the last three or four years and it has been denied 
repeatedly. Mayor Cherchi said yes it has been requested over the years. 
Councilman Puzzo suggested this be put on the agenda for discussion at a later 
date.   
 
Councilman Puzzo made a motion to approve Resolutions 06-150, 152-159, 161-
165 seconded by Councilman Ryan. Roll call vote; all in favor none opposed. 
 
Resolution 06-151 – Councilman Hawkins recused himself from voting on 
Purchase order 05-00770. This purchase order was for his cell phone for last year. 
Councilwoman Heveran questioned the bill for TJ Storff for grounds 
maintenance. The Borough Administrator explained this is for work at the pool. 
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Councilwoman Heveran questioned vouchers 06-00408 and 06-00856 litigation 
what litigation it was for? Councilman Ryan questioned bills from Dorf & Dorf. 
The Borough Administrator reported that there were questions on some of the 
bills and it took time to resolve the questions. Councilman Ryan questioned a bill 
from CG Engineering for sewer reconstruction on Leonia Avenue. The Borough 
Administrator explained why it was being paid at this time. Councilman Ryan 
questioned voucher 06-00374 Mobile vision repairs for the cars. Councilman 
Ryan inquired if we have a service contract for these. The Borough Administrator 
explained most things have a service contract this maybe one that we do not have 
a contract for. Councilman Ryan made a motion to approve Resolution o6 -151 
seconded by Councilwoman Mitrani. Roll call vote; Councilman Hawkins recused 
himself from voting on purchase order 06-00770 and voted yes on the resolution, 
Councilwoman Heveran voted no on purchase orders 06-00408 & 06-00856, and 
voted yes on the resolution, Councilpersons Mitrani, Raucci, Ryan and Puzzo 
voted yes. Resolution approved. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE 128 

129 
130 
131 
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134 
135 

 
Introduction of Ordinance 07-06 entitled: 
 
AN ORDINANCE CREATING A CERTAIN HANDICAPPED PARKING 
SPACE AND AMENDING A PORTION OF CHAPTER 194 OF THE 
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF LEONIA 
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Councilperson Ryan made a motion to approve on first reading Ordinance 07-06, 
seconded by Council President Puzzo. Roll call vote; all in favor, none opposed, 
Ordinance 07-06 introduced. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 140 
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a. Resolution 06-160 – Councilman Ryan inquired if she was still a 

probationary employee why the hours were being increased? The Borough 
Administrator explained that the previous employee was working 191/2 
hours per week. Councilman Puzzo made a motion to approve Resolution 
06-160, seconded by Councilwoman Heveran. Roll call vote; all in favor 
none opposed. 

 
b. Communications Consultant - Borough Administrator – The Borough 

Administrator explained the memo presented to the Council. Councilman 
Ryan would like to have Val Mazuka who has a background in the 
communications area be included in the committee reviewing the needs of 
the Borough. The Council agreed to have Mr. Mazuka become involved in 
assessing the communications needs of the Borough. The Borough 
Administrator explained both of the consultants. Councilman Hawkins 
made a motion to approve Resolution 06-166 & 06-167, seconded by 
Councilwoman Heveran. Roll call vote; all in favor none opposed. 
Resolutions approved. 

 
c. Borough Hall Bid – Borough Administrator – The Borough 

Administrator reviewed her memo explaining the various options for the 
Borough Hall Renovations.  Councilwoman Mitrani questioned the 
statement regarding the Downtown Renovations. The Borough 
Administrator explained that we do not have approval for either phase 2 or 
3. Mayor Cherchi explained we have had leaks from the roof and a wall 
was ruined and may have weakened the stairs. The roof should be 
repaired. Councilman Ryan agreed he has been in the attic and there is 
evidence of leaks. Councilman Raucci questioned if the sheeting was 
going to be removed. The Borough Administrator responded. 
Councilwoman Mitrani inquired why the window is still being considered 
for a receptionist the position was taken out of the budget. After a 
discussion by the Council it was agreed to award the Base Bid and 
Alternate 3.Councilwoman Heveran made a motion to approve Resolution 
06-168 seconded by Councilman Raucci. Roll call vote Councilpersons 
Hawkins, Heveran, Mitrani, Raucci voted yes, Councilman Ryan no he is 
favor of replacing the rug, Councilman Puzzo no should stop the whole 
project, just putting money in an old building that should be replaced. 
Resolution approved. 

 
 Mayor Cherchi explained the genesis of the three Ordinances from the 

Planning Board. 
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d.  Site Plan Ordinance From Planning Board – Mayor Cherchi 
explained that at the Planning Board meeting he suggested a change on 
page #18 “no lamp shall produce more than 3000 lumens.”  
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Councilman Ryan questioned if it would be wise to “grandfather” 
existing buildings or add language that says you have to comply with 
the Ordinance and give them a specific time to comply. The Borough 
Attorney explained that if a person has an approved site plan you 
cannot force them to adhere to a new Ordinance. Anything that is 
currently in existence would not have to change.  
 
Page 10 #f Councilwoman Mitrani expressed concern regarding the 
ability to regulate the color and style of awnings.  
The Governing Body agreed to introduce the Ordinance at next the 
meeting. 
 

e.  Sign Ordinance from Planning Board – Mayor Cherchi – There 
was no discussion by the Governing Body all in agreement to 
introduce the Ordinance at the next meeting. 

 
f.  Zoning Ordinance from Planning Board – Mayor Cherchi – There 

was no discussion by the Governing Body regarding this Ordinance all 
agreed to introduce the Ordinance at the next meeting. 

 
g.  Tree for Triangle – Councilwomen Heveran and Mitrani – 

Councilwoman Heveran asked the Borough Administrator for an 
update on the replacement of the tree that was removed at the triangle. 
The Borough Administrator reported that she has called several people 
who declined. The Borough did receive a report from the consultant 
for the Shade Tree Commission who recommended three different 
types of trees. Councilman Hawkins reported that he asked Mark 
Moore who owns Green Earth Landscaping for a plan for the triangle 
he hopes to have the plan for the next meeting. Councilman Raucci 
also spoke with Master Gardener Joe Flagler with the assistance of 
Vivian DeMarco, who was planting in the Overpeck. I met with him 
last Friday at the triangle. He looked at the sight and noted that a tree 
any more than 20 feet would be a bad investment, it will not grow. Mr. 
Flagler did not feel there was any chemical contamination in the site as 
the plants in the triangle were thriving. He suggested some trees; a 
dwarf blue spruce would work. He suggested something large; a tree 
spade would need to be used. Mayor Cherchi explained why the Shade 
Tree generally uses a smaller caliper tree generally no more than two 
inches. Councilwoman Heveran noted that there are several people 
interested in donating funds for a new tree. 
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h.  RFP for Downtown Manager – Borough Administrator – the money 
is budgeted. The Borough Administrator asked if anyone had any 
changes to her proposal. Resolution 06-169 – Councilwoman Heveran 
made a motion to approve Resolution 06-169, seconded by 
Councilman Raucci. Roll call vote; all in favor none opposed. 
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i.  RFP for Planner Under Smart Growth – Borough Administrator – 

The Borough Administrator explained the RFP for Planner. 
Councilman Raucci would like the planner be able to set standards for 
rebuilding of homes in keeping with the neighborhoods, and 
architecture of the area. Councilman Raucci would like some type of 
review and standards. Resolution 06-170 – Councilman Puzzo made a 
motion to approve Resolution 06-170, seconded by Councilwoman 
Heveran. Roll call vote; all in favor none opposed. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 242 
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a. Fort Lee Road Intersection – Councilwoman Mitrani - The Borough 

Administrator explained that the plans will be bid in July. Councilman 
Hawkins asked to have stamped concrete reviewed at the next meeting. 

 
b. Building Department Monthly Report Including Inspection Times -

Councilwoman Mitrani. Councilwoman Mitrani inquired when the 
Governing Body would be receiving monthly reports from the Building 
Department. Will they have the time inspections were made on the 
reports? The Borough Administrator reported on the installation of the 
new software. The Governing Body would like to continue receiving the 
old reports. Councilman Raucci explained that there is a 72 hour 
scheduling time before an inspection has to be conducted. Councilwoman 
Heveran questioned the need for the reports. Councilwoman Mitrani feels 
there should be some form of accountability as there is no immediate 
supervisor for this department. The Borough Administrator noted that she 
is the supervisor for this department. After a discussion by the Governing 
Body the Borough Administrator was directed to inform the Supervisor to 
continue with the monthly reports if the new computer software is not 
completely installed by July 10th. 

 
c. Plan for Landscaping of Wood Park with new Grants Councilwoman 

Mitrani – Councilman Hawkins would like to know about a dedicated 
person for the parks. Councilwoman Heveran suggested this go to DPW 
Committee for report for next meeting. Councilman Puzzo stated that the 
DPW Committee requested the summer help start earlier and for 
additional help. Councilman Puzzo suggested a resolution be prepared that 
going forward the part-time DPW Summer help starts April 1. The 
Borough Administrator suggested that this be put in the budget preparation 
for September.  
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273  
CORRESPONDENCE 274 

275 
276 
277 

 
  None 
 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 278 
279 
280 
281 

 
 None 
 
CLOSED SESSION (Resolution J) 282 

283 
284 
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290 
291 
292 
293 
294 
295 
296 
297 

A motion was made by Councilperson Puzzo to go into Closed Session, seconded 
by Councilperson Heveran. All in favor none opposed. 
 
A motion was made by Councilperson Puzzo to adjourn seconded by 
Councilperson Hawkins. All in favor none opposed. 
 
There being no further business of the before the Council the meeting was 
adjourned at 10:40PM 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Frances Lehmann 
Borough Clerk 
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